WORK IN THE GREAT STATE

men and women to waste their time as unneces-
sary, and often unhappy and overworked between-
agents, who earn mean and paltry livings while
simply serving to attenuate the streams of com-
modities which under happier conditions they might
swell. In the distribution of coal, for example,
we have in practice a case much more wasteful than
we have imagined if private were substituted for
public letter-carrying. It is a case not merely of
separate controls in each area, but of insane com-
petition in each area between middle-men whose
expenses are necessarily great, and whose ex-
penses, from invoice forms to advertisements, have
each and all to be paid for by the consumer in the
final price of coal. So it falls out that often the
consumer of coal pays a high price for the fuel even
while the hewer of coal is obtaining a mere trifle
for getting it. The mining of coal by the State and
its distribution through local authorities as agents
would, on the other hand, with an organisation
much simpler than that of the Post Office, put coal
at a nation's disposal cheaply and conveniently and
with complete guarantee as to grade and suitability
for specific use.

And vso it is with each of the industries which con-
tribute to what ought to be the comforts of civili-
sation but in practice are the comforts of a few
bought by the largely wasted labour of the comfort-
less many. To write a plain and unvarnished ac-
count of what happens to the milk produced in the
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